248                              LECTUBE  VIII.
Svayambhu, the self-existing, names which satisfied the Vedic thinkers for a time, but for a time only, till they were all replaced by Brahman, as a neuter, as that which is the cause of all things, the Infinite and Divine, in its widest and highest sense.
Names for tlie Soul.
But while this process of divesting the Divine of all its imperfect attributes was going on, there was another even more important process which we can likewise watch in the language of the Veda, and which has for its object the Soul, or the Infinite in man.
After asking what constituted the true essence of Divinity, the early thinkers began to ask themselves what constituted the true essence of Humanity.
Aham, Ego.
Language at first supplied the name of JEgo, the Sanskrit a ham. This was probably in its origin no more than a demonstrative pronoun, meaning like the Greek 6'8e, this man there, without committing the speaker to anything more. Man said J am J, as he had made the Godhead say, / am I. But it was soon perceived that what was meant by this /, included many mere accidents, was in fact the result of external circumstances, was dependent on the body, on life, on age, on sex, on experience, on character, and knowledge, and signified not a simple, but a most composite being.
Atman.
Sometimes what constituted man, was called by the same name as the Deity, pr&Tia, spirit, or asu, vital